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wMcli underlay American slavery. He dis-
cussed the subject, indeed, chiefly in its in-
dustrial relations, but he regarded these as
affecting parties and national well-being.
As early as 1793 he delivered an address
before the Connecticut Society for the Pro-
motion of Freedom " On the Effects of Slav-
ery on Morals and Industry," and shortly
afterward expanded the address into a trea-
tise. His work bristles with historical illus-
trations, for it was the habit then more
than later to draw inferences from foreign
facts; there had not yet accumulated that
great swelling volume of home testimony
which made reference to experience outside
of America unnecessary and rather imper-
tinent. His remedy for the existing evil is
the elevation of slaves to the rank of ten-
ants, not in a sudden emancipation, but in
the gradual selection of the most capable,
and he finds his most satisfactory example
in the experiment made thirty years before
by the Chancellor of Poland. The appeal
is not greatly to the conscience, but to the
interest of men. He sums up the argument
at the close with the words: " The in-
dustry, the commerce, and the moral char-